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Description:

Leather Industryhas been one of the traditional industries operating at present. The hides andskins of animals are the

source of leather and preserving hides and tanningthem into leather has become an important industry. Leather-making is

now ascientifically based industry, but still retains some of the charm and mysteryof the original craft. Animal skin that has

been processed to retain itsflexibility, toughness, and waterproof nature is known as leather."Leather tanning" is a general

term for the numerous processing stepsinvolved in converting animal hides or skins into finished leather.

Tanning is thefinal process in turning hides and skins into leather. Tanning involves acomplex combination of mechanical

and chemical processes. The heart of theprocess is the tanning operation itself in which organic or inorganic

materialsbecome chemically bound to the protein structure of the hide and preserve itfrom deterioration. The main

chemical processes carried out by the tanner arethe unhairing, liming, tanning, neutralizing and dyeing.

In the tanningprocess, animal hides and skins are treated to remove hair and nonstructuredproteins and fats, leaving an

essentially pure collagen matrix. The hides arethen preserved by impregnation with tanning agents. Leather production

usuallyinvolves three distinct phases: preparation (in the beamhouse); tanning (in thetanyard); and finishing, including

dyeing and surface treatment. A wide rangeof processes and chemicals, including chrome salts, is used in the tanning

andfinishing processes.
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