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Synthetic polymers made from the reaction of phenol orsubstituted phenol with formaldehyde are known as
phenol formaldehyde resins(PF) or phenolic resins. PFs were the first commercial synthetic resins, andthey
were used to make Bakelite (plastics). They've been used to make mouldedgoods like billiard balls and
laboratory countertops, as well as coatings andadhesives. 
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