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Description:

The onion, also known as the bulb onion or common onion, is used as a vegetable and is the most widely cultivated
species of the genus Allium. Onions are cultivated and used around the world. As a foodstuff they are usually served
cooked, as a vegetable or part of a prepared savoury dish, but can also be eaten raw or used to make pickles or
chutneys. They are pungent when chopped and contain certain chemical substances which irritate the eyes.

Onion is one of major bulb crop grown in India which presently attracting attention of all persons due to rise in prices. The
price is directly related to supply-Demand of the commaodity. An Indian farmer normally pays more attention to grow those
crops which are fetched very good market prices during last season. To get the very good prices during present season,
many farmers switch to grow Onion crop due to which supply in the market increases many fold and market glut fetches
very low prices to farmer’'s commodity such as onions. To stabilize the prices of fruits and vegetables and reduce the post-
harvest losses, drying of onion in form flakes and onion powder is adopted.

USES

Dehydrated onions are used chiefly as a constituent in various food products i.e. they are sold to manufacturing concerns
as an industrial raw material and demand for dehydrated onions is a function of the demand of these food products.
However there is a demand for dehydrated onions for use as culinary onions, both by large catering concerns - institutions
and industrial canteens; and for domestic use.

The other use of dehydrated onions is in the manufacture of dried soups-once virtually the sole outlet for these products,
but now declining in relative importance, as other applications including use in canned soups and stews, baby foods, fish,
meat and bakery products and more recently in dried “ready-meals' have been developed.
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