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Description:

The term 'food processing' is mainly defined as a process of value addition to the agricultural or horticultural produce by
various methods like grading, sorting and packaging. In other words, it is a technique of manufacturing and preserving
food substances in an effective manner with a view to enhance their shelf life; improve quality as well as make them
functionally more useful. It covers a wide spectrum of products from sub- sectors comprising agriculture, horticulture,
plantation, animal husbandry and fisheries. It also includes other industries hat use agricultural inputs for manufacturing of
edible products.

Food processing is any method used to turn fresh foods into food products. This can involve one or a combination of the
following: washing, chopping, pasteurising, freezing, fermenting, packaging and many more.

Food processing also includes adding components to food, for example to extend shelf life, or adding vitamins and
minerals to improve the nutritional quality of the food (fortification).

Food Processing Industry (FPI) in India is a sunrise sector that has gained prominence in the recent years. Easy
availability of raw materials, changing lifestyles and favourable fiscal policies has given a considerable push to the
industry’s growth. FPI serves as a vital link between the agriculture and manufacturing sectors of the economy.
Strengthening this link is critical to reduce wastage of agricultural raw materials, improve the value of agricultural produce
by increasing shelf-life as well as by fortifying the nutritive value of the food products and ensure remunerative prices to
farmers as well as affordable prices to consumers. India has a population of one hundred crore plus and feeding this large
a population calls for a strong FPI. The industry also assumes importance in the national economy due to the immense
employment generation opportunities it offers and the export revenue it earns. India is one of the leading exporters of the
processed food products. It has a competitive edge over other countries due to the wide variety of crops cultivated as a
result of geographical and climatic diversity. Government too is trying to support the industry by formulating favourable
policies. With adequate government focus on the infrastructural support, research and development and technological
innovation in this sector, India could alleviate its domestic concerns on food security, malnutrition and food inflation.
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