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Solvents can be found in paints, inks, varnishes, shellacs, lacquers, waxes and fixatives and may be used to thin and
clean up materials. Solvents commonly used in these products include turpentine, paint thinner, mineral spirits, methyl
alcohol, ethyl alcohol, acetone, toluene, xylene, ethyl and other acetates and petroleum distillates.

Solvents and thinners are used for thinning paints to a working consistency, diluting oil painting mediums, dissolving
varnish resin crystals and waxes, cleaning paintings for the purpose of restoration, and general studio cleanup. They are
called a solvent when used to dissolve solids such as a varnish resin crystals, and a thinner when used to dilute liquids
such as painting mediums. Solvents such as turpentine and mineral spirits are naturally based products, whereas paint
thinners are most often synthetic variations. It is best to use naturally based solvents and mediums with oil paints, and
more economical synthetic thinners for general studio clean-up. All solvents and thinners should be used in a well-
ventilated area, even if classified as "odourless".

Thinners and solvents are flammable products with low flash points. Therefore, they should be stored in cool
environments away from ignition sources. Dry chemical, carbon dioxide, foam and water fog are appropriate extinguishing
media for most thinners and solvents.

Industrial solvents and thinners market has significantly changed the modern living and made solvents and thinners one of
the most valuable and useful products for various end user industries and manufacturing companies. Industrial solvent
and thinners market is segmented as pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, printing ink, paints & coatings, and adhesives. Global
industrial solvents and thinner market is expected to grow significantly with an increasing demand from pharmaceuticals,
paints and coatings industry.
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