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The term alcohol was first applied to the spirits of wine, ethyl alcohol, and now it refers to a series of substances with

similar characteristics Ethyl alcohol is the active constituent of all intoxicating liquors obtained by the fermentation of

saccharine materials. It is present in the form of esters in several volatile oils. It is now a days prepared in immense

quantities, chiefly by fermentation and finds numerous industrial uses, and is also being used as a motor fuel. Alcohol is

itself a raw material for chemicals, it is also a solvent.

The use of alcohol as an exhilarating and intoxicating beverage is common throughout the world. Today, the fermented

juice, obtained from several palms, has long been used by the poorer classes in India, has long been used by the poorer

classes in India, and the distillation of spirit, arrack from fermented rice, toddy etc; has been known, since early times.

Since the advent of the English into India, modern distilleries and breweries have been established in almost all the

Provinces and important States. The potable spirits made are country spirit (arrack and spiced liquors), and liquors

resembling, imported spirit (rum, gin, whisky, and brandy).
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