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Description:

A hospital asa headth care organization has been defined in varied terms as an institutioninvolved in preventive,
curativelameliorative, paliative or rehabilitativeservices. However, the definition given by WHO is quite exhaustive
andexclusive, in which it is defined as, ‘an integral part of the medical andsocial organization which is to provide for
the population complete healthcare, both curative and preventive; and whose out patient services reach outinto the
family in its home environment. The hospital is also a centre for thetraining of health workers and for bio-social
research’.

Hospitals,these days, also provide bio-social research; teaching and training faciliyiesfor all members of the hospital,
and a hedth team which includes not onlydoctors and nurses, but also para-professionas, paramedicals,
pharmacists,etc. operationally, a hospital could be viewed as consisting of servicefacilities for out-patient, in-patient,
general wards, emergency, specialwards, Intensive Care Units, operation theatre, delivery suite; and supportservices,
such as, pharmacy, radiology and imaging, CSSD, blood bank,laboratory, etc.
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